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Responsive Teaching and Children’s Mathematical Thinking 

What characterizes responsive teaching in the domain of rational 
numbers?  Our research team has conceptualized responsive teaching as a 
type of teaching in which teachers’ instructional decisions about what to 
pursue and how to pursue it are continually adjusted during instruction in 
response to children’s content-specific thinking, rather than determined in 
advance.  In this talk, I will highlight both the teaching moves and the 
decision making involved in responsive teaching when skilled teachers of 
grades 4–5 engaged with children’s fractional thinking.  
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